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LEINSTER RUGBY REFEREES… …www.arlb.ie

The Leinster Rugby Referees 
were recently awarded a Gold 
medal in recognition of the 
quality of their website www.
arlb.ie by Rugbyreferee.com 

The Award is recognition for 
the hard work, time and e� ort 
that goes into making a website 
presentable, useful and up to date. 
The Gold award isn’t only about 
how a website looks, it’s about 
its content, how useful it is to 
referees, and how well it is used as 
a public relations tool. 

We have come a long since 
2004, when the then President 
of Leinster Referees Gerard 
Maher and his immediate 
successor Murray Whyte 
embarked on a review of all 
aspects of the workings of the 
Association. The � nal outcome 
was a 5 year plan adopted by 
the Referees Association which 
was subsequently rati� ed by 
the Leinster Branch. One of the 
most important outcomes of 
the process was the decision 
to develop a website for the 
Association. 

One of our members, John 
Montayne, who lectures at 
third level and has a high 
skills set when it comes 
to developing websites 
from scratch, developed 
the website. At the time, 
no template for a website 
exclusively devoted to 
referee issues existed so it 
was necessary to plan for the 
present and future needs of 
the Association.

The � rst area addressed was that 
of communication. With well over 
140 members spread throughout 
the province the website needed 
to help the referees and assessors 
interact far more than was the 
case at the time. 

A second area was to improve 
interaction between referees 
themselves. The new generation 
thrive in the world of e-mail, 
photo exchanges .blogs etc.
That continues to be a very 
positive development and 
reduces the sense of isolation 
that can sometimes characterise 
refereeing, especially in the earlier 
years.

Additionally, many younger 
referees are extremely competitive 
so seeing the appointments of 
peers can add to that competitive 
streak and encourage improved 
performances and assessments!

www.arlb.ie went live in March 
2005, the � rst Association/Society 
in Ireland to do so. The others 
have followed our example over 
the years!

In 2010, we undertook a project 
to update the old website to a 
more user friendly version that 
would enable us to easily add 
content, menus and information. 
We decided to use Wordpress the 
popular content management 

and website system. After John 
Montayne and Danny Wallace 
initially set this up we undertook 
a project to design our layout and 
manage our content. This took 
a number of weeks to get right 
as we wanted to keep as much 
of the old website information 
as possible in our archives and 
ensure that the website was 
intuitive 

On January 25th 2011 the new 
look www.arlb.ie was launched.
The site was broken into a number 
of sections most important being 
information about becoming a 
referee, the various contacts and 
procedures including a resources 
section and a gallery and video 
archive of referees in action. Our 
resources section includes forms, 
regulations for competitions, 
presentations from meetings and 
our ever popular ‘Ask the Duty Ref’. 

We also have a full events 
calendar and a links section to our 
sponsors Subaru and other sites 
including the other Associations 
and Societies in Ireland. The 
most important piece was the 
link to the appointment site. In 
Leinster the appointments are 
automatically updated on the 
website when an appointment is 
made or updated on the central 
system. Once an appointment 
is made a referee receives an 
e-mail from the website to notify 
them of their match. The referee 
may also log into the website 
to see their games and what 

assistant referees, assessors etc. 
have being appointed to their 
� xture with them. We also have a 
central assessment system, where 
assessor � ll out their assessments 
online and publish them to 
the site. A referee will also be 
noti� ed when their assessment 
is available and they will also see 
it when they log in. Everything is 
automated allowing for a simple 
but extremely powerful system.

The advent of social media and 
mobile technology has changed 
our world and we try our best 
to keep up with it. We have a 
Facebook page with over 500 fans 
(mainly referees and not fans from 
the terrace) and a Twitter page 
@leinsterreferee with over 600 
followers. In the last two years we 
have found increased interaction 
from these sites with people 
looking to become referees and 
having a high quality website to 
direct them to enable us to show 
a professional approach. At least 
10 of our 40 new recruits came 
through Twitter. We have also 
developed a mobile ‘app’ which 
enables our referees to view a 
cut down version of the site on 
smartphones such as the iPhone 
or iPad. The app shows them the 
latest news updates from the site 
and also the appointments and 
contact page.

We have come a long way from 
our very � rst site instigated by 
Gerry Maher and Murray Whyte 
and have a lot more plans in 
the pipeline. We look forward 
to receiving more awards in the 
coming years and leading the way 
in the use of technology to recruit 
and promote our Association.

The Leinster Branch provided the 
necessary funding at the outset 
and continued to support all 
areas of activity by the Leinster 
Referees.

DICK BEAMISH R.I.P. 

Main sponsor of Leinster Referees

The Leinster Rugby Referees were 
sad to hear of the death of Richard 
Beamish. Richard or ‘Dick’ as he 
was known in rugby circles was 
a member of Old Wesley Rugby 
Club he was a former senior 
referee and an active assessor. He 

was President of The Association 
of Referees Leinster Branch for the 
1994-95 season. Richard attending 
all our seminars and gave valuable 
advice to all our referees. We 
o� er our deepest sympathy to his 
family on his passing.
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LEINSTER RUGBY REFEREES… …THE WHISTLE BLOWERS’ SEASON TO DATE

Main sponsor of Leinster Referees

By Al� e Acheson, PRO Leinster Rugby Referees

2011 comes to a close I look back 
on our achievements so far. Our 
annual Laws Seminar in August 
had the biggest attendance 
ever, so a big thanks to all the 
participants. Our season really 
kicks o�  at this important event 
as it gives referees of all levels 
a chance to meet and exchange 
stories.

We are delighted that our Area 
Representatives this season, Declan 
O’Rourke (Gorey RFC/South East), 
Ronnie McCann (Clondalkin RFC/
North Midlands) and Mark Power 
(Boyne RFC/North East) and 
Paddy Curran (Roscrea) Midlands, 
continue the good work with the 
management and development 
of our new recruits in the Areas. 
It’s great to report that they have 
all hit the ground running and the 
number of new referees so far this 
season is encouraging.

At the moment we have 46 
trial referees going through the 
evaluation process and it is hoped 
to have them all evaluated before 
the end of this season. The next 
New Referees Course is on the 8th 
January 2012 in St Mary’s College 
RFC at 10.30am. The attendance 

con� rmed at this time is 25.  The 
referee recruitment programme in 
Leinster is under the stewardship of 
David Keane, IRFU and the amount 
of work David manages to get 
through in the season is immense.

The monthly Area Meetings and 
General Workshops are being well 
attended by our members and 
many thanks again to all the IRFU 
Referees for their input to these.

The names of our new referees who 
have passed their evaluation match 
so far are:

Metro Area: Paddy Mc Namee 
(Terenure College RFC), Tania Rosser 

(Blackrock College RFC), Thomas 
Dalton (Wanderers FC), Patrick 
Cherry (Malahide RFC)
Midlands: David Smullen (Edenderry 
RFC), Paul Rock (Mullingar RFC)
North Midlands: Stephen O’Hara 
(Clongowes College SJ)

We were delighted that two 
members Gary Glennon (Edenderry 
RFC) and Nigel Correll (Old Wesley 
RFC) were promoted to the 
National Panel, also Niall Behan 
(Portarlington RFC), Arthur Lynch 
(Lansdowne FC) and Gary Conway 
(New Ross) who were selected for 
the IPAS panel.

Our Executive meetings are well 
attended under the Chairmanship 
of President, Ciaran O’Brien 
(Railway Union RFC). Ciaran has 
always been a great champion of 
referee development and putting 
enjoyment and fun into refereeing. 
He takes a hands on approach to 
making sure all our new recruits are 
well looked after in the Association.

This season The Leinster Rugby 
Referees embarked on a new 
online assessment system which 
integrates with the existing 
online appointment system. This 
noti� es referees of their upcoming 
appointments but also informs 
the Assessment and Selection 
Committees of current trends in 
assessments of all referees. All 
assessments are now stored on 
individual data bases for use in 
selection of referees. The Leinster 
Rugby Referees are constantly 
moving with the times and moving 
the refereeing system to the digital 
age.

The good work been done is 
testament to the fact that Leinster 
Rugby Referees supply the lion’s 
share of o�  cials to PRO12, Amlin, 
Heineken and international � xtures 
throughout Europe each year. 
The Leinster Rugby Referees are 

indebted to Owen Doyle (IRFU) for 
giving us the services of the IRFU 
referees in the continued provision 
of coaching reports for our 
Development and IPAS Referees.

The selection of referees for the 
Junior and Senior Schools has just 
been completed by Gerry Maher 
and his committee and all members 
selected will be advised shortly. 
It is the highlight of all referees 
careers to get a Schools Cup 
appointment and I wish them all 
well. Our international referees had 
a short rest period after the Rugby 
World Cup with special mention to 
our own members Alain Rolland 
who refereed a semi-� nal and 
Murray Whyte who was a member 
of the IRB disciplinary committee. 
They carry the � ag of the Leinster 
Rugby Referees with pride in every 
performance.

While most referees aspire to the 
highest level we have a group 
of referees who o�  ciate at less 
glamorous � xtures. But you never 

know when the big break comes! 
This season one of the group got 
his chance of the big � xture when 
he had to stand in for the referee 
in an A.I.L. game after the referee 
was injured in the match and 
George Clare (Dundalk RFC) was the 
proudest man in all of Leinster that 
evening in Suttonians RFC. George 
had an excellent match, Well done.

The great thing about being a 
referee is that you always have the 
“best seat in the house” - right in 
the centre of the action. We would 
be delighted if you could come 
and meet us after this game at the 
Centurion Bar in the RDS, even if it’s 
only for a pint or o� er an opinion 
on the referee’s performance today 
(constructive advice please)!

CONTACT  AREA REPRESENTATIVES:

IRFU 
david.keane@irfu.ie

North East 
m4rkpower@gmail.com

South East 
declanorourke53@eircom.net

North Midlands 
Ronnie.mccann@yahoo.ie

Midlands 
paddycurran61@gmail.com

Metro
danwallace05@gmail.com

Referee Administrator:  
Denis Collins 087-2617788: 
denis.collins@leinsterrugby.ie

The President Ciaran O’Brien and 
all members of Leinster Rugby 
Referees would like to wish 
everyone a Happy New Year.

David Keane IRFU Referees Department

Micheal Carroll Rugby Committee Chairman Referess have a chat after a recent workshop
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LEINSTER RUGBY REFEREES… …THE WOMEN WITH THE WHISTLE
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By Al� e Acheson, Leinster Rugby Referees PRO

In the last four years new ground 
has been created with the 
selection of women to the Leinster 
Rugby Referees.

Aoife McCarthy, a teacher in 
Tallaght, was our � rst female referee. 
She started her rugby playing career 
in College at U.W.I.C., Cardi� , Wales 
and then in Blackrock College RFC 
in Dublin she played representative 
rugby for Leinster, at national level 
for Kuwait and also Tag rugby for 
Ireland.

Aoife refereed Tag rugby for nine 
years before she started in the 
15-a-side game. She has refereed 
at all levels in adult rugby men 
and women from age grade up 
to Interprovincial and was No 4 at 
International level.

Aoife was our � rst Female 
international referee, a fact we in 
Leinster are very proud of, she has 
o�  ciated at FIRA AER European 
Championships 7’s and 15’s, Hong 
Kong 7’s Dubai 7’s, Kinsale 7’s and 
World Cup 7’s as Assistant Referee. 

She said that attending the IRFU 
courses presented by David Keane 
was a great help in her early days of 
refereeing and also Tom Aplin (IRFU) 
gave her support in her early days. 
Aoife has taken an enforced break 
from refereeing due to illness and 
we in Leinster Rugby Referees hope 
she will be back in action before too 
long.

Helen O’Reilly - a Civil servant 
from Ashbourne - was the next 
female to join our Association. She 
played rugby for Ashbourne RFC 
for � ve years in the AIL Division 1 
and then joined St Mary’s College 
RFC for a further � ve years. Helen 
retired from playing in 2009 but 
wanted to remain involved in the 
game so she contacted Dave Keane 
and Denis Collins in the Leinster 
Branch who were most supportive 
of encouraging females into 
refereeing.

She says; “I love the feeling of still 
being part of the game; you can 
still feel the physicality of the game, 
without being sore the next day! I 

learn something new in every game 
I referee, no two games are the 
same, and that keeps you on your 
toes mentally. When I started out I 
did a lot of age grade rugby, in one 
particular game I put my hand out 
for advantage and I was very proud 
of the fact that I had kept the game 
� owing, only to realise I had actually 
hit a young player across the head 
and nearly knocked him out!”

Tania Rosser from New Zealand 
needs no introduction to the rugby 
playing women of Leinster and 
Ireland. She has played for Leinster 
and Ireland at scrum half and is a 
member of Blackrock College RFC. 
Tania recently did her trial match 
and passed with � ying colours. She 
was recently in Dubai o�  ciating 
at the IRB World 7’s where she 
refereed the International Club Final 
and was Assistant Referee in the 
USA v Canada pool match. and we 
hope she can emulate the career 
of Alain Rolland and make it on the 
International stage.

Tania recalls one incident when 

she attended an older male doctor. 
She was injured with a dislocated 
shoulder, an injury which had 
recurred quite often in her days 
as a basketball and netball player. 
When the doctor heard that she 
had a rugby injury he told her that 
“women aren’t built for rugby”, and 
wondered why she “put herself 
through it?”

Tara Byrne is a student who has had 
an interest in rugby from childhood 
while watching the Six Nations. She 
did not play rugby at her local club 
as they never had a ladies team, 
but began to play for Athy. She 
then contacted the Leinster Rugby 
Referees who were helpful and 
told her when the next course was 
coming up and she started from 
there.

Tara started to referee at Under-13 
all the way up to Under-17 levels 
and will undergo her full trial 
match shortly. She says: “I have 
gained a lot of con� dence in 
myself since I began to referee; 
also my communication has 
improved as this is so important 
on the � eld”.

Susan Carty who is a member 
of St Mary’s College in Dublin 
is our newest recruit having 
undergone the new referee course 
in September. She works for the 
International Rugby Board and 
was recently in Dubai for the 7’s on 
behalf of the IRB and will start her 
referee courses on her return.
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LEINSTER RUGBY REFEREES… …WHO WOULD BE A REFEREE?
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By Ciaran O’Brien (President, Leinster Rugby Referees)

Given that referees in all sports 
are verbally and physically 
abused, why would you take up 
refereeing? The truth is abuse 
in rugby is extremely rare and 
our referees are still held in the 
highest regard by players and 
supporters of the game. 

Rugby Referees are the envy of 
many sports but we do not take 
this respect lightly. In fact we 
work hard to ensure we stay on 
top of our game. We are there 
to facilitate the game and in our 
view we are the 31st person on 
the � eld. 

Our referees are educated on 
all aspects of the game; they 
are tested on knowledge of the 
laws, � tness and are assessed 
constantly throughout their 
careers. Sounds like all work and 
no play? Far from it; you have 
the best view of the game, you 
stay very � t and there is plenty 
of banter. 

Just once during tonight’s game 

pick a decision that you don’t 
agree with and think, did the 
referee really miss it? Maybe he 
did, or maybe he was playing 
advantage or he decided it was 
not material to the game. 

During a game a busy number 
10 may have to make 80 
decisions; kick, pass, run. In the 
same game the referee may 
have to process three times 
that volume, it is no wonder not 
everyone agrees with him.

Our young referees who are 
selected for our development 
programme enter into a 
physical training regime set 
and monitored by the Leinster 
professionals. They are educated 
by our elite coaches and take 
part in the inter-province 
exchange under the watchful 
eye of Dave McHugh at the IRFU. 

It is no coincidence our referees 
are the most sought-after in 
Europe and on the world stage. 
Whether you are a retired player, 
or you wish to chose a career 

in refereeing we have a game 
for you. Our next new referees 
course is in January. You never 
know, you may be better than 
you think.

So what sets rugby apart is the 
knowledgeable supporters who 
respect the man in the middle 
and the referee who does not 

take that esteemed position for 
granted. 

We in Leinster Rugby strive 
hard to continue to keep your 
province at the top of the 
refereeing world, we welcome 
your comments on how to 
improve and serve the game 
better.

You are the Ref.

Q. You notice after a try has been 
scored that the team has 16 players 
on the � eld. What do you do?

Take the law exam on www.
irblaws.com and match your 
knowledge to the referee’s.
Contact us at www.arlb.ie
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Michael Carroll (Chairman of 
the Rugby Committee, Leinster 
Rugby Referees) talks about the 
progress being made in Leinster 
Rugby Referees so far this 
season…

RECRUITMENT
Faced with the prospect of a 
serious shortage of referees into 
the future, we have re-doubled 
our e� orts in recent weeks to 
boost the numbers by recruiting 
new blood.  Thanks to Denis 
Collins and David Keane who had 
meetings with most clubs during 
the Summer and the concerted 
e� orts of the Area Reps and 
Assessors with at least 6 people 
waiting for their trial match in the 
next week or so.

COACHING
Wayne Sheridan is co-ordinating 
our coaching programme, with 
coaching needs that emanate 
from assessment reports being 
targeted.  A team of coaches 
is now in place and the Rugby 
Committee will keep this initiative 
under review so that it operates to 
best e� ect for our active referees.

ASSESSMENT
Under Tony deLacy’s 
Chairmanship and calling on the 
able assistance and expertise of 
Dave McHugh and Tom Aplin, 
the assessors have been turning 
their attention to ‘upping the 
game’ on the assessment front – 
in particular, introducing greater 
consistency in scoring and 
reporting.  A workshop was held 
in October at which consistency 
was discussed in detail and further 
work will be done on this as 
the season progresses.  It is also 
intended to have some of our 
own senior referees (including 
former international referee Donal 
Courtney) address the assessors 
on various issues during the 
second half of the season 

FITNESS
The � tness programme under the 
stewardship of John Carvill and 
with help from of the Leinster 
Branch is being conducted for a 
selection of referees, including 
development referees. This 
programme is proving to be 
very successful; not only are 
participants con� rming that 
they are bene� tting from the 
programme but the results are 
evident to coaches and assessors 
as it has been identi� ed as a 
priority area in the development 
of our referees. 

J 1 PROJECT
A new initiative has been piloted 
this season that we are calling 
“J 1 Project”.  As you may or may 
not be aware we have referees in 
IPAS (Inter Provincial Assessment 
System) and Development and 
there are programmes in place 
for these referees to provide for 
their development and hopefully 
advancement of their refereeing 
careers.  The idea behind “J 1 
Project” is to put in place another 
programme that has a ‘reach’ 
below the IPAS/Development 
levels and which serves the dual 
purpose of allowing a broader 
number of referees hone their 
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LEINSTER RUGBY REFEREES… …THE RUGBY COMMITTEE

refereeing skills and at the same 
time ensure that ARLB has the 
best possible referees available 
to referee up to the top J 1 match 
levels.  Pat Carolan (Wicklow RFC) 
kicked o�  this programme last 
season with a number of referees 
and the Rugby Committee were 
extremely happy with the results.  

REF CAM
Bernard Boland has developed 
this initiative which is designed 
to further enhance and 
professionalise our e� orts to 
develop our referees.  Ron Maher 
(Suttonians RFC) continues to do a 
� ne job in performing the camera 
and sound duties.  Essentially this 
initiative is intended to mirror, 
insofar as possible, the process 
that it is place at AIL levels and 
above. The referee, who also has 
an audio link that picks up on 
his communications during the 
match, is � lmed as he/she goes 
about his/her refereeing duties.  A 
DVD is produced for the referee 
and a senior referee meets up 
with him/her to de-brief the 
performance.

AREA REPS
The Rugby Committee invited 
the Area Reps to its November 
meeting.  The purpose of this was 

to ensure that we’re all pulling in 
the same direction and to explore 
opportunities to help each 
other out and to raise matters 
of common concern.  Everyone 
is now committed to keeping 
this communication open in the 
remaining months of the season 
Ciaran O’Brien (President, Leinster 
Rugby Referees) would like 
to thank all of those involved 
on the Rugby Committee and 
sub-committees and is looking 
forward to a busy season as we 
enter the business end of the 
season.

Main sponsor of Leinster Referees



The refereeing season is back in 
full swing and it is like it never 
went away for the summer. 
One of the key aspects of 
our refereeing season o�  the 
pitch is referee training and 
development. The Leinster 
Rugby Referees deliver their 
referee and training through two 
main areas: Area Meetings and 
General Member Workshops.

Each area in Leinster is heading 
into their third monthly area 
meetings in November and to 
date all meetings have been very 
well received. Part of the point 
of these meetings is the social 
aspect. The referees, whilst most 

are a member of a club, rarely get 
a chance to see their club play 
or to socialise in their clubs. The 
area meetings are essentially a 
‘club within a club’ giving referees 
a chance to socialise with their 
fellow referees in an informal 
environment.

The meetings are typically broken 
into two areas: a technical aspect 
of the game e.g. scrum, tackle / 
ruck /maul, communication etc. 
and then something less formal 
like a presentation / conversation 
on touch judging, match planning 
etcetera. We normally � nish up 
with an open forum so referees 
can air their problems and 
questions.

The presentations at the area 
meetings are normally given by 
referees from the National Panel 
and outside guests. We were lucky 
enough to have Joe Schmidt 
speak at our annual seminar this 
year and Donal Courtney, ERC 

Match O�  cials Performance 
Manager, recently spoke at the 
Metro Area Meeting.

Guys like these give a great 
insight to refereeing from a 
di� erent perspective and give 
our referees something else to 
think about from a professional 
viewpoint. It is also great to see 
our National Panel referees go 
to other meetings and deliver 
presentations. Kevin Beggs from 
the North East recently gave an 
excellent presentation on touch 
judging to the Metro referees with 
a few entertaining stories from his 
travels around Europe thrown in.

Our � rst General Members 
Workshop of the season was 
delivered by David McHugh from 
the IRFU where we spoke about 
materiality and decision making. 
We had an attendance of over 
70 referees at the workshop in St 
Mary’s College RFC. The workshop 
followed the week of the semi 
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Main sponsor of Leinster Referees

LEINSTER RUGBY REFEREES… 

– � nals of the Rugby World Cup 
and one topic was clearly on 
everyone’s mind – the red card. 
I think the room unanimously 
agreed that Alain Rolland was 
100% correct in what he did, 
although it was unfortunate to see 
a red card delivered in a Rugby 
World Cup.  David went through 
a number of similar scenarios 
and spelled out the IRB ruling 
and law in relation to this. We 
are immensely proud of Alain 
Rolland’s achievements in the 
Leinster Rugby Referees and it was 
great to see him being rewarded 
with a role in the Final.

David McHugh also spoke about 
decision making and materiality 
in the game. After an entertaining 
presentation and discussion we 
hope to see our referees (and 

assessors) putting what they 
learnt into practice, which will 
hopefully lead to better refereeing 
and games throughout Leinster. 
We were delighted to see so 
many new members at these 
meetings, a testament to the work 
David Keane puts in around the 
province.

So the season rolls on, with 
referees training hard, continually 
developing and hopefully 
enjoying their games. We look 
forward to welcoming more 
presenters to our area meetings 
over the coming months and 
hope to continue the balance 
between referees presenting and 
outside speakers.

It is great to hear the likes Leinster 
Head Coach Joe Schmidt speak 

but also commit to assisting 
the Leinster Rugby Referees 
in any way he can. This kind of 
commitment and help can only 
push us forward as referees and 
enable us to produce the next 
Donal Courtney, Alan Lewis or 
Alain Rolland.

If you are interested in taking up 
the whistle please visit our website 
at www.arlb.ie



believe in magic www.leinsterrugby.ie14 15believe in magicwww.leinsterrugby.ie

LEINSTER REFEREES WORKLOAD...  ...IN THE COMING MONTHS
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The months of October, 
November and December 
have given the Leinster Rugby 
Referees a busy schedule with 
appointments from Belfast to 
Cork, London to Edinburgh, 
Cardi�  and various regions of 
France and Italy.

The matches include Heineken 
Cup, British & Irish Cup, PRO 
12, All Ireland League and a 
full domestic Junior League 
programme. While we do not 
appoint all the o�  cials for the 
matches, the number of o�  cials 
appointed from the Leinster 
Referees is staggering, when 
you consider that we only 
have one full-time employee in 
administration, a great deal of 
the work is done by volunteers.

In any one weekend we would 
require over 170 people to carry 
out various o�  cial match duties 
which would cover; refereeing, 
assistant referees, Numbers 4 
& 5, Television Match O�  cial, 
Referee Performance Reviewer 
and Match Citing Commissioner.

The workload puts a strain on all 
members who sometimes would 
o�  ciate three times during the 
week, which now with more 
clubs having � oodlights means 
there could be matches on every 
night of the week. But it does 
not stop there. During the week 
the schools rugby competitions 
at all levels - Development, 
Junior and Senior levels - could 
mean that up to 30 matches at 

by Al� e Acheson, PRO Leinster Rugby Referees

this time of the season 
could also be taking 
place.

Again our referees, 
who have their day 
job, take time o�  to 
o�  ciate at matches, 
which is not easy in 
the current economic 
climate.

While all this takes 
place on match day we 
still have o�  � eldwork 
to complete during 
the week. Meetings 
of the di� erent 
committees such as 
Rugby, Competitions 
and Referee Assessors 
take place on Monday, 
Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings.

We also run coaching 
courses for all levels 
of referees Associate 
Referee and Schoolboy 
workshops. David 
Keane and David 
McHugh from the IRFU 
Referees Department 
coordinate all the 
courses and are 
helped by current 
senior referees 
and Area Referee 
Representatives.

WORKSHOP TIMETABLE 
FOR OCT - NOV – DEC:

SCHOOLBOY COURSE:

Kilkenny College
Oct 3rd, 10, 24th
Blackrock College
Oct 5th, 12th, 26th
Newbridge College
Oct 6th, 13th, 27th

LEVEL 2:

Oct 26th, Nov 15th, Jan 12th, 
Feb 16th, March 15th
Old Belvedere 7.30pm

LEVEL 3:

Oct 27th, Nov 17th, Dec 14th, 
Jan 19th, Feb 23rd, Mar 13th, Apr 
19th - Old Belvedere 7.30pm

ASSOCIATE:

Oct 9th De La Salle Churchtown 
school - 12pm

TRIAL MEMBER 
WORKSHOPS:

Oct 11th, Nov 1st, Dec 13th - St 
Mary’s College RFC

Main sponsor of Leinster Referees

YOUNG REFEREE INITIATIVE:

Nov 2nd, Nov 9th, Nov 16th - 
Venue TBC

AREA MEETINGS:

11th Oct, 8th Nov, 13th Dec.   
Metropolitan
3rd Oct, 7th Nov, 5th Dec.      

North Midlands
19th Oct, 16th Nov, 21st Dec.  
Midlands
12th Oct, 9th Nov, 14th Dec.   
North East
13th Oct, 10th Nov, 8th Dec.   
South East

For further information on 
becoming a Leinster Rugby 
Referee visit:

www.arlb.ie

place on match day we 

this time of the season 

the current economic 

this time of the season 

the current economic 

LEINSTER REFEREES WORKLOAD...  ...IN THE COMING MONTHS



The Leinster Rugby Referees 
President’s golf outing took 
place in Killiney Golf Club 
earlier this month with the 
course in excellent condition.

The guests of Ciaran O’Brien 
(President, Association of 
Referees Leinster Branch) 
were Stuart Bayley (President, 
Leinster Branch), Willow Murray 
(Captain, Killiney Golf Club) and 
Michael Kirby (Subaru Ireland, 
main sponsor of Leinster Rugby 
Referees).

In his address Ciaran thanked 
Killiney Golf Club for the use 
of their great facilities and 
especially Brian Pender a former 

President of Leinster Rugby 
Referees for his help. He also 
acknowledged the sponsorship 
of prizes by Contract Cleaning 
and Subaru.

Over 40 people enjoyed the 
excellent meal in the clubhouse 
later that night and the prize 
giving ceremony took place 
afterwards.
 
President’s Prize: Bryan 
O’Neill - 35pts. Vice President’s 
Prize (Jim Breen): David 
Petherbridge - 32pts. Active 
Referee: Danny Wallace 
- 29pts. Nearest Pin: Al� e 
Acheson. Longest Drive: 
David Taylor. Visitors Prize: 

Graham Grogan. Team Prize: 
(Sponsored by Subaru) Brian 
Pender, Brian Fortune, John 
Glackin and Palmer Carter.  
Mugs Cup: Denis Collins 
regained after 5 years.
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Main sponsor of Leinster Referees

LEINSTER RUGBY REFEREES…  …PRESIDENT’S GOLF OUTING

Willow Murray (Captain Killiney G.C.) and Ciaran O’Brien (President, Leinster Rugby Referees)

David Taylor receives Prize for Longest drive from Ciaran O’Brien (President, Leinster Rugby Referees) Brian O’Neill receives President’s Prize from Ciaran O’Brien (President, Leinster Rugby Referees)
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The Leinster Rugby Referees 
Annual Seminar took place 
recently in St Mary’s College 
RFC. President of the Leinster 
Rugby Referees Ciaran O’Brien 
(Railway Union RFC) opened the 
seminar by welcoming everyone 
and thanked Ronnie McBrien, 
immediate past President St 
Mary’s College RFC, for the use of 
their magni� cent facilities.

Main sponsor of Leinster Referees

LEINSTER RUGBY REFEREES ANNUAL SEMINAR 21ST AUGUST 2011 |  ST MARY’S COLLEGE RFC
Ronnie replied by saying he was 
honoured that the Referees had 
chosen Templeville Road again as 
the venue for the seminar.

The M.C for the day G.P. 
Maher started proceedings by 
introducing the � rst speaker 
Dave O’Brien (IRFU) who 
gave a presentation on game 
management and key aspects for 

this season. Dave was assisted by 
AIL referees Alan Rogan and Kevin 
Beggs. During the presentation 
Kevin informed all in attendance 
that there was now a “new” � xture 
in the Tri Nations, the Springboks 
v South Africa. He is a Kiwi after 
all guys!

Gary Glennon, who is his � rst 
season on the AIL panel, gave 
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an excellent presentation on 
discipline and management 
issues.

Dermot O’Mahony (Domestic 
Games Administration Leinster 
Branch) explained the new 
electronic team sheets which 
come into e� ect this season and 
the referee’s contribution to its 
implementation. Al� e Acheson 
(Child Welfare O�  cer, Leinster 
Rugby Referees) gave an update 
on the current Garda Vetting 
process and reported that 75% of 
all members have now completed 
the process.

Ronnie Maher gave a presentation 
on the use and bene� ts of the 
Ref Cam and the statistics from 
last season. Brendan Jenkinson, 
Chairman Junior selection, gave 
an update on the grading and 
assessments structure and the 
progress referees can make under 
the new structure.

Leinster Branch President Stuart 
Bayley (Co. Carlow RFC) in his 
address thanked the referees 
for their work throughout 
the season and was surprised 
when he heard that over 4,000 
appointments were made last 
season. He also said and it was 
great to see four women in the 
attendance of 30 people at 
the new referees foundation 
course which was coordinated 
by David Keane (IRFU Referee 
Development O�  cer) and 
testament to the hard work been 
done by the Leinster Rugby 
Referees. Stuart then presented 
tankards to referees who had 
o�  ciated at their � rst � nals last 
season. He also wished Alan 
Rolland, who was in attendance, 
the best in the World Cup in New 
Zealand.

The guest speaker on the 
day was Leinster Coach Joe 
Schmidt who gave an insight 

into the analysis that he does on 
referees when they are selected 
to o�  ciate at a Leinster � xture. 
He also showed the actual charts 
he used in the dressing rooms 
before a match to keep the players 
focused on the game. His talk also 
consisted of stories of di� erent 
experiences he had encountered 
during his playing and coaching 
career.

The seminar concluded with the 
President Ciaran O’Brien thanking 
all the contributors and especially 
Joe Schmidt for the smooth 
running and very enjoyable 
seminar.
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SUBARU CONTINUE TO MAKE THEIR MARK ON LEINSTER RUGBY
Subaru Ireland have proudly 
announced the continuation of 
their sponsorship of the Leinster 
Rugby Referees.

Speaking at the announcement 
Neville Matthews, Subaru Ireland 
M.D., said that the Subaru line-up, 
ever trusted and dependable, was 
well matched with the committed 
body of men and women known 
as Leinster Rugby Referees.

Week in, week out, these referees 
bring balance and control to 
scores of matches across the 
province.

“We are looking forward to yet 
another exciting and entertaining 
rugby season, together with 
the Leinster Rugby Referees and 

the hordes of loyal supporters 
and players who go to make up 
Leinster Rugby”, he said.

Ciaran O’Brien (President, 
Leinster Rugby Referees) said 
the members of the Leinster 
Rugby Referees are proud of 
their continued association with 
Subaru Ireland.

 “Subaru Ireland are entering 
their fourth year as our main 

sponsor and their commitment 
to Leinster Rugby has enabled the 
association to invest in referee 
development. Subaru, as market 
leaders, along with their generous 
sponsorship, have brought a 
wealth of experience to share with 
us.

“The men and women of the 
Leinster Rugby Referees strive to 
keep Leinster refereeing at the 
highest level of performance each 
week and are aware that both the 
crest of Leinster and the brand of 
Subaru expect this.”

He o� ered a sincere “Thank You” 
to Neville Matthews, Michael 
Kirby and the team in Subaru for 
their commitment to Leinster 
Rugby Referees.
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